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The original church building at Matopo Is pictured on the left having
been built by Jesse M. Engle in 1898. Pictured on the right is the
memorial placed at the site of the original church with the present
Matopo Church in the background.

Cover Photo: A small section of the crowd of 2,400 who attended
the 75th Anniversary celebration on Saturday, August 25. Two of
the three original overseers, Rev. DIodio and Rev. Kumaio are
seated on the front row.
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Editorial
MARKS OF MATURITY
TN MY pastoral days I enquired of another pastor, whose
•*• experience in the pastorate was greater than mine,
"How can one know if a profession of saving faith is
valid?" Taking his analogy from nature, he said, "You
feed, and water, and cultivate. If growth results it is
evidence of life. If there is no growth the profession may
well be questioned."
My pastor friend uttered words of wisdom. Spiritual
growth, maturity, and fruit is as valid an evidence of
Christian life as any test. Obviously it is possible to engage
in Christian activities, observe rituals and practices, lead a
moral life, and make proper doctrinal affirmations without
being born from above.
If one accepts the thesis that growth and maturity are
valid evidence of new life it is necessary to ask, "What is
spiritual growth? What are the marks of Christian
maturity? What does spiritual fruit look like?"
In the fourth chapter of Ephesians the Apostle Paul
focuses on this question. He, early in the chapter, explains
the purpose of gifts to the church. In verses thirteen
through thirty-two he points out four (at least)
characteristics of Christian maturity.
UNITY
Paul writes to the Corinthians (I Corinthians 3:1-4) that
strife and party and division were signs of immaturity. The
zeal and piety which bring dissension are not evidence of
spirituality. Maturity is evidenced as Christians see
themselves as members of the body; dependent upon each
other; contributing to and supported by each other.
Is my presence in the congregation or the church
unifying or divisive? What happens if my plan or my idea
is not adopted. Am I a peacemaker or an agitator? Am I
like the child who has not yet learned that his desires must
be subjected to the desires and well being of the family?
Unity is expressed as we appreciate the contribution of
each other and our need one of the other. Individualism is
the antithesis of maturity in the Christian life. We are each
different. Our differences through growth and maturity
contribute to unity. When they lead to division and
dissension we do well to test the spirit.
CHRISTLIKENESS
Twice in chapter four (vs. 13 and 20) Paul lifts up Christ
as the example for His followers. He uses this example as
the measure of maturity. Somehow we have a tendency to
see in Christ that which is essential to the birth of new life
but ignore the obvious and logical fact that to be born of
the Spirit is to be Christlike. If our birth is legitimate we
will resemble Him who was also born by the Spirit. In
verse 13 Paul states that maturity is to come to "the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ."
We are tempted to use other criteria to measure
maturity — piety, ecstasy, fluency, activity. But if we want
the incarnate expression of the fruit of the Spirit we do
well to turn to the Gospels. We will there find in Christ's
values and attitudes and relationships what it is to
manifest the fruit of the Spirit.
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STABILITY
One of the marks of maturity is not to be carried away
with ideas and by men. Stability is a characteristic of
maturity.
Maturity combines certainty with openness to truth.
One is neither carried away with every new "wind of
doctrine" nor closed to the truth that is an essential
element of growth. Stability is not possible where there is a
superficial knowledge of the Word. Sincere Christians,
with inadequate knowledge of the Bible, are easy prey for
the persuasive preacher whose heresy may simply be the
distortion of biblical truth in emphasizing one facet of
truth all out of proportion to its biblical perspective.
Instead of maturity one has monstrosity.
Mature Christians will be alert to personality cults.
Many congregations have those whose contribution to the
local program and support of the chosen leadership is
spasmodic and uncertain. These same people will travel far
and often to hear a famous personality and sit under what
they report as "great preaching." Our devotion and
dependence upon a human personality is in inverse
proportion to our Christian maturity.
What applies to the individual has some application to
the congregation. I find it interesting and disturbing to
read in congregational bulletins and news releases the
featuring of a film or a speaker representing causes whose
theology is less than adequate, whose stewardship of funds
is questionable, and whose ethical standards are subChristian but whose story is glamorous and sensational.
Maturity is in evidence as the church and the individual
discern truth from error and distinguish between facts
and claims.
DISCIPLINE
The parable of my pastor friend — earlier referred to —
has the weakness of all parables. They cannot be pushed
too far. This one breaks down when growth is seen as
spontaneous and involuntary and maturity is seen as all of
grace.
In the chapter of our present focus Paul instructs the
reader to "put off" and "put on." Our maturity is related
to the degree we have "put off" and "put on" and to the
extent that our moral and ethical standards and our
relationships conform to "the truth as it is in Jesus."
Discipline is the willingness and the ability to do what
we ought. In the Christian life we ought to obey God and
to walk worthy of our calling. Maturity is evidenced as
individuals, congregations and denominations take
seriously the "ought" of Christian discipline and order
their lives — individual and corporate — according to the
values and priorities as revealed in Christ.
Maturity takes seriously the call to discipleship and
disciplined living. It lives in holy tension between the fact
of our humanity and proneness to wander on the one hand
and the call to perfection on the other. Sin is never accepted lightly nor rationalized away. But arching over all is
God's grace — grace to forgive and restore; grace enabling
one to walk the path of righteousness.
Z

A Day of
Fresh Remembering
AUGUST 25, 1973

75th Anniversary Celebration
Brethren in Christ
Missions in Africa
Miriam Stern
HP HE MORNING of the great day dawned bright but
very chilly. Many had prayed for weather suitable for
sitting outdoors.
There were indications everywhere that the Matopo
Staff had left no stone unturned to make this a celebration
adequate for the occasion. The transformation of the
eucalyptus tree lined avenue into a commodious
amphitheater was just one example of their ingenuity and
hard work.
The sun rose higher warming the day. People began to
gather in clusters—some came two hours before the
scheduled events were to begin. Some sat expectantly on
the stone benches by the newly erected memorial stone at
the site of the original Matopo church. Many helped in the
kitchens to prepare food for the feast to follow. (Imagine
peeling and cutting up 75 pumpkins.) Others drew near
to the road as the hour neared 10:00 o'clock.
Invited guests and dignitaries had arrived, among them
being the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress of Bulawayo and
the Chief Inspector of African Education for
Matebeleland.
Then we caught sight of it. The procession was inching
its way from the Rockview residence a quarter of a mile
down the road. A four wheeled wagon carrying costumed
replicas of the original 1898 missionary party was drawn
by fourteen donkeys. Jake Shenk posed as Brother Jesse
Engle, his wife Nancy as Sister Engle, Barbara Stansfield
as Frances Davidson, Judy Bundy as Alice Heise, and Sam
King as the helmeted white man from Bulawayo who
agreed to assist them in locating a site in the Matopo Hills.
(It was noted that the rubber tires provided luxury-riding
not known to the original party.)
Behind the wagon marched a calvacade (400 strong) of
Old Matopians (graduates of Matopo) grouped in
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choronological contingents. Professionals in their gowns
and hoods made up the last contingent—a really impressive sight in light of 75 years ago.
The wagon halted at the church, the party dismounted
and all proceeded into the reserved seats in the
amphitheater.
Bishop Kumalo led the commemorative service. The
guest speaker, Dr. A. M. Climenhaga, also a one time
Matopian, stirred our thinking on the results of obedience
in persons who heed the "Go ye . . . not by might. .. but by
my Spirit."
In the African culture we find a strong sense of
nurturance in which the parent cares for the child until he
is grown, and then in turn the child cares for the parent
when he is old. This was appropriately symbolized when
the Matopo graduates presented the Matopo Church with
a beautiful wood pulpit which carried on the front the new
church insignia in wood overlay. Many of Matopo's
children felt they had come home to their parent for this
day.
The friendly principal of Matopo Secondary School, J.
D. Ndlovu, welcomed all to lunch, admitting that since the
family had grown to over 2,000 today he was feeling a bit
"shiverous" but reassured us that they did not plan to fail
in feeding us all. Expertise in crowd feeding was in action
to enable the masses to gather in a short time for the
pageant.
THE PAGEANT
In Carolyn Mann's production of "Go, By My Spirit,'
many Africans, missionaries and MKs had a fulfilling
experience trying to recapture the spirit of the pioneers
which caused them to fearlessly go out as did Abraham 'to
a land they knew not.'

19

XJOt, Jjt.9.

Wi

This pageant was enacted against a realistic backdrop of
the Matopo Hills skillfully painted by a former Mtshabezi
student.
We laughed as we saw the humorous side of culture
collision and cried as we felt the emotional tug of spiritual
birth and physical death.
We traveled with Frances Davidson across the Zambezi
River as she founded Macha Mission in Zambia (then
Northern Rhodesia) and Myron Taylor to Sikalongo.
After 26 years, nurses dared to come to Africa; then
doctors; and hosjpitals grew as a result. (Many Africans are
troubled today that some of these hospitals are without
doctors.) Institutions of learning flourished and today we
have leadership of which we can be proud.
And so, THE CHURCH HAS COME OF AGE. What
does this mean? Africans are taking much of the responsibility which until recently was carried by the missionaries. The 'of age' bit does not mean that we sever our
relationship, just as a son who comes of age is still a part of
his family. We still need recruits who will work side by side
as brothers and sisters in the African church strengthening
the links in the chain of Christian brotherhood which were
forged throughout the past 75 years.
The two hour pageant was finished but we had not
finished thinking—what it meant for those in the
past—what it will mean for us in the future. Some
thoughts surface while watching this performance:
1. Jesse Engle was 59 years of age when he accepted the
challenge of overseas work. That's about the time to
retire, isn't it?
2. Those pioneers were really sensitive and responsive
to God's voice in spite of the terrible odds against
Opposite page — upper right: Leading the procession from
Rockview was a wagon pulled by fourteen donkeys and carrying
members of the pageant cast representing the original party of four
arriving at Matopo, July 7, 1898.
Lower left: A close-up of the "party" (left to right) the District
Commissioner (Sam King), Jesse Engle (Jake Shenk), Frances
Davidson (Barbara Stansfield), Mrs. Engle (Nancy Shenk), and
Alice Heise (Judy Bundy).
Lower right: Former students of Matopo Secondary School who
have university degrees. The Matopo graduates formed the procession which followed the "original party."
Above: Two Matopo graduates unveil pulpit given by the Matoplans
to the Matopo Church. The pulpit was accepted by Bishop and Mrs.
Kumalo (right) on behalf of the church.
Top right: Those present for the 75th Anniversary who were also
present for the 25th celebration.
Right: A view of a part of the audience at the Saturday morning 75th
Anniyersary Convocation. (See cover for another view of audience.)
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them. Why are we so easily discouraged today in
light of all our creature comforts?
3. Jesse Engle did not know to what part of Africa he
was bound when he left the States. Compare that to
today's specific assignment orientation.
4. Those early missionaries took time to write down the
happenings and even preserved photographs. What a
loss of rich information had Frances Davidson not
written her book. Some of us today are tempted to
think we are not working when we're writing.
We moved quietly from the lovely setting while the
slanting rays from the afternoon sun peeked through the
canopy of gum tree branches. People exchanged comments
and it is noted that a great deal of learning about the
founding of the Brethren in Christ Church in Africa had
taken place, and hopefully a great deal of introspection
concerning one's debt and obligation as a Christian in
1973. Some said the day was more than their money's
worth.
* * * *
The supper hour found guests milling about renewing
friendships and enjoying the Display Room where very old
photographs which had come to life in George Bundy's
darkroom were displayed. Old Matopians laughed as they
found themselves in early graduating class pictures. Ernest
Frey and Lois Frey Barham were able to identify many of
the photographed not known to younger staff.
THE EPILOGUE
After the evening music festival, "The Planting of the
Lord in Africa," filmed by Eldon and Harriet Bert, was
shown in the amphitheater. It was like a capsheaf tying
up neatly what the whole day was about.
For those visiting and not having felt the strain of
preparation, it was a blessed day of fresh remembering.

TheP
'"PHE PAGEANT being presented on Saturday after•*• noon is to depict the call of the founder of Matopo
Mission, Bishop Jesse Engle, and the subsequent opening
of the mission and its development to the present.
As the first act opens, Jesse Engle, a young minister in
his twenties, prays. God tells him He wants him to go to
Africa to preach, but first he is to go to Virginia. Jesse
obeys and moves his family to Virginia. While there, God
reminds him of his call to Africa, but the door is still shut.
So, God sends him to Kansas. In Kansas, he finds himself
bankrupt and when God calls again, he agrees and plans to
leave for Africa.
At the General Conference of 1894, there is much
discussion about foreign missions and a Brother Stauffer
gives the first offering, $5, for foreign missions. At the next
conference, in 1896, others are willing to give also.
While reading in the church paper, "The Visitor," the
appeal for workers, Miss Francis Davidson, a talented
college lecturer, is called and offers herself.
It is a party of four who leave the United States, Bishop
and Mrs. Engle, Sisters Francis Davidson and Alice Heise.
In Cape Town they are granted an interview with Cecil
John Rhodes, and come away with a letter granting them a
3,000-acre tract of land in the Matopos.
After two months in Bulawayo, during which time a site
is selected, they proceed to Fort Usher where they meet the
District Commissioner and later Chief Hlukonisa. Finally
they arrive at Matopo and the first hut is built!
The second act depicts the beginning of the school. This
leads on to some of the more capable students being
chosen to teach others in "outschools." Sister Heise goes
out to find places where schools can be opened. Some of
them accept willingly; others with reluctance.
There is development: a church is built—new recruits
arrive. There is also sorrow and in 1900, Bishop Engle
succumbs to fever. The doors of the huts are being used to
make a crude coffin and he is buried in the shade of a large
umkuni tree.
About 18 months later, Bishop and Mrs. Steigerwald
and others arrive. The work grows and new stations are
opened.
In Act 3, the scene moves to Zambia, then Northern
Rhodesia. Two ladies, Sister Francis Davidson and Sister
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Adda Engle, with Brethren Ndalambi Moyo and Gono
Sibanda as helpers, travel on the new railway line to
Livingstone and by ox wagon on to Macha. They open
schools, battle the red ants and visit the surrounding
villages, and who can refuse to help in the face of suffering?
Brother and Sister Myron Taylor open Sikalongo
Mission. After eleven years of hard but faithful endeavour,
Brother Taylor is fatally wounded by a lion. The work
continues and Nahumba Mission and Choma Secondary
School are developed.
We are at the opening of Mtshabezi Mission in Act 4.
Among the first leaders there is Bhunu Ncube. Bhunu,
taken out into the veldt with his sick mother to die, is
rescued by his father and an aunt.
The mission develops as a school and rescue home for
girls. It further develops into a complete mission with
hospital and several schools.
Then, on to Wanezi Mission and, again, Bishop
Steigerwald is a leading figure. After giving of himself
unsparingly, he has a fatal heart attack and is buried at
Wanezi. Here also, the work grows and Wanezi becomes a
center for the word of God by both preaching and
example.
The final act of the pageant traces the development of
the church through the following years, noting such
highlights as the choosing of the overseers in 1921; then
ordained as the first ministers in 1944. The opening of
Phumula Mission in 1959; Matopo Book Center in 1962;
the special conference of 1964, when full authority for the
development and government of the church passed from
the Board for Missions in America to the Brethren in
Christ Church in Africa.
Subsequently, the church for the first time chose its own
bishop, Bishop Alvin J. Book. In 1970, Bishop Philemon
M. Kumalo was chosen and consecrated to this office. A
substantial corps of leaders are presented as well as
representatives of other areas of the church, the result of
75 years of the work of the Brethren in Christ Church in
Africa.
(More pageant photographs on page twelve.)

Opposite page: Frances Davidson (Barbara Stansfield),
preparing lessons at McPherson College where she was
teaching, hears the call of God to mission work.
Jesse Engle (Jake Shenk) and Mr. Anderson (Dick
Brubaker) seek permission from Chief Hlukonisa for land
for the Matopo Mission.
Frances Davidson teaching first school at Matopo.
Mrs. Engle (Nancy Shenk) caring for her husband during his
fatal illness. Frances Davidson and Alice Heise stand by.
Upper right: Frances Davidson and Adda Engle (Marilyn
Ebersole), now in Northern Rhodesia (Zambia), minister to a
woman in the Macha area.
Myron Taylor (Dick Brubaker) and his wife (formerly Adda
Engle) hear God's call to Sikalongo.
News of a lion molesting the villages in the Zambezi Valley
(south of Sikalongo) takes Myron Taylor and nationals to the
hunt-. Brother Taylor was fatally attacked by the lion.
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Reflections
The forward movement of the church is symbolized
by the recent events in Africa. There brethren from
both northern and southern hemispheres came
together for celebration and c o n s e c r a t i o n .
Commemorating 75 years of Brethren in Christ
Missions in Africa, many people placed "stones of
remembrances" in pageantry and praise. For many
guests from North America it was a pilgrimage of a
lifetime.
But perhaps the most significant part of the occasion was the formation of two sister Brethren in Christ
Conferences — in Zambia and Rhodesia. In true
Pauline context, the brethren from North America can
now reach across their boundaries to sister churches
on the African continent with a new vision and a new
interaction. Let us stop talking about the African
"field" as though it were some totally unevangelized
frontier of Brethren in Christ witness. Certainly there
are still frontiers, but they are the frontiers which face
the world-wide fellowship of Brethren in Christ
Conferences.
Our interest in, and support of, these two churches
in Africa should also be Pauline in character. We
would do well to develop a whole new vocabulary to
describe the wealth of new relationships and sharing
now possible. And let us remember the words of our
Lord, who said, "the field is the world."
—the Missions Office staff

f ^ N THE 24th November 1897 a group of five set sail
" f r o m New York for Africa carrying a message with
them. The decision to go to Matabeleland in Rhodesia was
made on board the Pembroke Castle while on the South
Atlantic. The party arrived in Cape Town on the 26th
December. Since the message they brought with them for
the people of Africa was urgent, they sought permission at
once to enter Rhodesia.
Before the end of 1897, Bishop Jesse Engle was granted
an interview with Cecil John Rhodes, who gave a letter to
the British Charter Company of Rhodesia with a
recommendation that the party be given 3,000 acres of
land for a mission site in the Matopo Hills. However,
before leaving Cape Town, a telegram from Rhodesia
urged them to remain in the south until the rainy season
was over, as the malaria fever was very bad in the
Bulawayo area and several missionaries had died. So,
while they waited, and prepared to take the message to the
"interior," they spent as much time as possible in language
study, sometimes with prayer and fasting.
It was the 28th April 1898 when Bishop Jesse Engle and
his wife, H. Frances Davidson and Alice Heise left Cape
Town for Matabeleland, arriving in Bulawayo the 2nd of
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75th Anniversary Celebration of the f(
information concerns the mission and chi
added about Zambia for clarification. Za
founding of Macha Mission in 1981.—I
May. (Barbara Hershey decided to go to Johannesburg,
South Africa.) Most of the two months they spent in
Bulawayo they lived in a tent, while government officials
assisted in the selection of a site.
When they left Bulawayo by donkey wagon, they headed
into the Matopo Hills. It was just over a year after the
close of the Matabele Rebellion, and all the causes were
still fresh in the minds of the people. By the time the
supplies were bought, the money in hand was about
exhausted. The party left Bulawayo on the evening of the
4th July and travelled three nights and two days in an 18foot wagon drawn by 18 donkeys, carrying three tons of
supplies. Since the donkeys travelled about two miles per
hour and the load was heavy, the missionaries walked
much of the way. Once the wagon was stuck in a swampy
place, but finally on the morning of the 7th July the long
journey had come to an end. The journey which had begun
seven months earlier at New York ended when a tent was
pitched in the shade of a large umkuni tree in the Matopo
Hills.
And the message? From the very first Sunday the gospel
was presented in services which consisted largely of
reading the Bible and singing in the vernacular. The
African audience at these early services was first one man
and his family, but five months later the congregation was
about ninety.
Having lived in tents for several months, the pole and
dagga [mud] huts seemed like palaces. The first church
built, also of pole and dagga, was erected by Bishop Engle.
In 1905 another church was built, of brick. This building,
enlarged in 1948 through a gift from young people in
America, is the church used for worship today.
The first ten were baptized in 1899 by Bishop Jesse
Engle just eight months before his death—9 boys and 1
girl. At the second baptismal service in 1902, Nyamazana
Dube, one of the first three ordained ministers of the
church, was baptized along with two others.

Beginning far left: Dr. K
the Board for Missions
Kumalo interpreting. • F
the three original overse<
Ndlovu interprets in En,
assists retired overseer t
one of the three origina
Mann shares memories
remembrance. T. Ndl
Matabele). • Rev. E. H.
has just served Mendo
member (the tall man). •
of feet washing as he wa
pastor in the Gwaii distr

L SKETCH
irist Missions
esia)

Jundy for inclusion in the program of the
ding of Matopo Mission. Most of the
1 in Rhodesia. A few references have been
ia will observe the 75th anniversary of the
e Editor)
On July 10, 1906, H. Frances Davidson and Adda Engle
left the mission at Matopo and headed north, over the
Zambezi River, and into Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia). Six weeks later, they arrived at what is now Macha
Mission.
October 1906 saw the first General Council, in Southern
Rhodesia, with 35 nationals and 8 missionaries in attendance. The first deputation from the States arrived in 1909
bringing new courage and inspiration here while at the
same time taking information to the brethren across the
sea. By 1919 there were 450 members and 800 additional
catechumen class members.
The second deputation from the States arrived in 1921.
It was at this time that three nationals were chosen as
overseers—Manhlenhle Kumalo, Nyamazana Dube (who
died in 1957) and Ndabenduku Dlodlo. The following
year, 1922, the first deacons were chosen—Mazibopela
Ncube, Ngundu Ndlovu and Hlomo Sengwayo. In 1944
the three overseers were ordained and set aside for full
time service. Since that time, ten additional men have been
ordained to the ministry. In 1930 yearly evangelistic
meetings were conducted at each church. At the present
time four full time evangelists travel from church to
church spending a week at each place.
In 1948 the church celebrated its Golden Jubilee with
the third delegation from the States preserft for the
occasion. The African Conference of 1955 chose the first
Church Executive Committee (composed of 26 men—23
nationals and 3 missionaries at present). The overseers
became members of the Executive Board in 1960, the same
year national delegates were first present for the General
Conference.
The first of the annual Rhodesian Regional Conferences
was held in 1962. The following year this Conference
decided to send Rev. N. S. Moyo as a delegate to the
General Conference in America. In 1964 Rev. M. Sibanda
was sent as a representative. The Brethren in Christ
eth B. Hoover, Chairman of
Idresses the conference. I.
Manhlenhle Kumalo, one of
IOW retired, reminiscing as T.
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Africa Church Reorganization
Bishop H. Frank Kipe, Zambia, reflected on the nature
of the church during General Conference.
"There is no evidence in the records of our own
history to make me think that our church was created
by man. We are God's handiwork. We were conceived
by the Holy Spirit. We were nurtured in the hearts,
minds and bosoms of godly men and women. We
were born in Africa in 1898. We moved into our own
village, as it were, in 1964 when we were given the
documents of self-government. Now in 1973, as two
strong brothers, we take over our separate farms and
go to work.
"We will visit each other. We will consult with,
inspire, and learn from each other. [As adults] we will
honor our parents, learn from them, take advice, give
inspiration and share fellowship. But whether a church
in Zambia or a church in Rhodesia, we must be
grafted into the True Vine—the Lord Jesus Christ—or
else we die."
(from the Conference Sermon)

Church in Africa became autonomous in 1964, and in 1969
the Rhodesian church chose its first national bishop, Rev.
P. M. Kumalo.
From Matopo, the church in Rhodesia spread out in
different directions. In July 1906 a 6,000 acre tract of land
was purchased in the Gwanda District, about 30 miles
from Matopo, and in July 1924 an 8,000 acre farm was
purchased in the Filabusi District for $1 per acre.
Mtshabezi was originally used as a "Girl's Rescue and
Training Home" while Wanezi was purchased so as to
more adequately care for the twelve outstations which had
grown up in the area where the earliest contact had been
made about 1910. The fourth mission was opened to care
for Brethren in Christ people who had been moved in 1953
by the government into the West Gwaai-Nyamandlovu
District. In 1959, after six outstations had been established, a 200 acre tract of land in a Tribal Trust area
was granted to the church for the development of a
mission. The church headquarters, which had been at
Matopo, were moved to Bulawayo in 1956.
The first school was opened in October 1898 to teach
nationals to read, so they could read the Bible. Other
subjects were added; then a training course for
pastors/teachers was opened at Matopo in 1915. Matopo
had been a boys' school until 1932 when girls were enrolled
for teacher training. The teacher training school grew and
changed names several times, today being located at
Mtshabezi. It is now one of two teacher training schools in
Matabeleland and has two 3-year courses preparing
teachers for grades 1 through 7.
t0
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HISTORICAL SKETCH
from page nine

Secondary education began at Matopo in 1951. It was
later introduced at Wanezi Mission and in 1971 an
industrial secondary school was opened at Mtshabezi. A
homecraft school for girls was opened at Wanezi in 1951.
At one time the church in Rhodesia administered 100
schools employing 500 teachers, but 94 of these schools
were released to other authorities. Today the church has
retained only those schools actually located on the missions.
The first two qualified nurses came to Mtshabezi in
1924, but the first doctor did not arrive until 1951.
Hospitals were built at Mtshabezi and Phumula and
clinics at Matopo and Wanezi, in Rhodesia, with hospitals
at Macha and Sikalongo in Zambia.
In Rhodesia, the message first brought to Matopo in
1898 is still being proclaimed in ever-widening circles from
more than 150 centers including 5 churches in Bulawayo,
11 in Lupane-Nkai area, 6 near Gokwe and 1 in Salisbury.
This message is not only proclaimed through the
classroom and the hospital, but also through a literature
ministry and the Matopo Book Center, and through
activities organized for men, women, young people, boys
and girls. Separate committees plan for home and family
life, the Sunday School and the young people. A youth
camp is being developed near the Mtshabezi River, where
a pavilion and kitchen/storage unit were erected this year.
To insure the continuation of the message, a Bible
School was opened at Wanezi in 1948, later transferred to
a more central location at Mtshabezi in 1969. The school
is now known as the Ekuphileni Bible Institute. Extension
seminary training began in 1972 after a series of mobile
Bible schools had been conducted in each district. In 1973
the extension seminary has six study centers.
What is the message? God so loved . . . that he gave .. .
his son . . . whosoever believeth . . . will not perish but have
everlasting life.
Above and clockwise: Bishop Kumalo presents Dr. Climenhaga a
copy of the Roll of Honor to be preserved in the church archives at
Messiah College. • Bishop and Mrs. Kumalo stand before the Roll
of Honor placed in the Matopo Church sanctuary. • Overseer
Sampson Mudenda of the Macha District brings the meditation
prior to the feet washing service. Elijah Mchindu interprets. • Rev.
E. H. Wenger presents the communion meditation with I. Mpofu
interpreting.
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Religious News
Addison Leitch Dies At 64
Dr. Addison H. Leitch, Professor of
Theology at Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, passed away Sept. 17 at the age
of 64.
Dr. Leitch, an editor-at-large for
Christianity Today, was married to the
former Betty Elliot whose first husband
Jim was one of four missionaries slain by
Auca Indians in South America in 1956.
Devaluation of Dollar Sends
Mission Costs Skyrocketing
Devaluation of the dollar is having
drastic effects on foreign mission
programs, according to officials of the
United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries.
The 10 percent devaluation in February,
coupled with a smaller drop at the end of
1971, has reduced d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
purchasing power by 18 percent, or some
$2 million.
The devaluation of the dollar means for
all mission agencies that costs for supplies
and salaries go up sharply, requiring mission agencies to struggle for additional
funds.
Climenhaga Sees Resurgence
Of Evangelical Scholarship
The dean and professor of contemporary theology at Western Evangelical
Seminary in Portland, Oregon, predicts
that a "resurgence of powerful evangelical
scholarship" will take place, scholarship
which "speaks to us in the modern day."
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga made the
remarks at a luncheon sponsored by the
Seattle Association of Evangelicals.
The theologian noted the many
gatherings of evangelical leaders around
the world in the 1960s and 1970s and
referred to the 1974 International
Congress on World Evangelization and
Key 73 to make his points.
Dr. Climenhaga, formerly a bishop in
the Brethren in Christ Church, also traced
theological streams which he said cause
concern for evangelicals. He said they have
led some "conciliar movements" (such as
the World Council of Churches) to "speak
of salvation not in terms of grace but of
working in a revolutionary way."
Violent Crimes Increase 4%
A remarkable increase in murders both
in cities and rural areas have pushed the
FBI's statistics on violent crime up 4
percent in the first half of 1973.
Murder statistics jumped 9 percent
themselves, compared with a similar
period in 1972. The other three categories
of violent crimes—rape, robbery, and
aggravated assault—rose by smaller
percentages. Property crimes decreased 2
percent nationwide.
October
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Away With a Manger At
Capital Pageant This Year
Jesus won't be allowed in the Christmas
Pageant of Peace this year near the White
House.
"A lot of people are upset," said Arthur
J. Lamb, chairman of the week-long event.
"But it looks like we have no other
choice."
The Court of Appeal's decision applied
to a longstanding suit which sought an
outright ban of the nativity scene,
traditionally a part of the display around
the nation's Christmas tree at the 19-yearold pageant.
Actually, the court gave the government
the option of withdrawing its full-fledge
sponsorship of the event, while still contributing technical and financial help, in
order to avoid the church-state conflict.
The suit involved was filed four years
ago by an Episcopal pastor, the president
of the American Ethical Union, a rabbi, a
Roman Catholic priest and an atheist.

proposed a comprehensive constitutional
amendment that would include not only
praying in schools but also religious instruction.
The Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional Amendments is currently conducting a series of public hearings on proposed constitutional prayer amendments,
similar to the Wylie Amendment that was
defeated in the House of Representatives
in 1971.
Senator Richard S. Schweiker (R. Pa.)
and others have vowed that the Senate will
be forced to vote on a prayer amendment
before the adjournment of the first session
of the 93rd Congress sometime before
Christmas.
James E. Wood, Jr., executive director
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs here, said he profoundly regretted
the action take by the 28 bishops of the
Catholic Conference. "Their action," he
said, "cannot help but bring confusion
concerning the whole issue of religion and
the public schools."

Baptists Launch Weekly Syndicated
TV Show, "Spring Street, USA"
With Minnie Pearl's famous "How-wdee" echoing through the Nashville TV
studio, followed by her song about an old
chug-chugging washing machine, the
Southern Baptists launched their weekly
syndicated TV show, "Spring Street,
USA."
Houston Pastor Ken Chafin is the
show's host, with whom Minnie Pearl
talked about her personal life and Christian faith.
The telecast was aired on 39 stations
from Seattle to Panama City, Fla., before
Sept. 23, presenting well known personalities who portrayed their Christian
faith through personal testimony, singing,
or acting performances.
Other performers included Wanda
Jackson, rhythm and blues singer Freddie
North, Charlie McCoy, Jim Roberts, and
former Miss America Vonda Kay Van
Dyke.-

While Parochial Schools Close,
Lutherans Add New Ones
A number of new church schools have
been opened this fall in various parts of the
country by the two conservative synods
that operate more than 90 percent of the
Lutheran schools in the United States.
This is happening while many parochial
schools are closing for lack of funds.
Ten new elementary Christian day
schools were started this fall by the
386,000-member Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod.
Congregations of the 2.8 millionmember Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, opened three new high schools in
California and Florida, and an undetermined number of elementary schools.

Publishers Say Pornography
Laws Must Go
The 260 book publishers who are
members of the Association of American
Publishers have called for repeal of all laws
prohibiting sale, exhibition or distribution
of sexually explicit printed material to
adults.
The association insisted that repeal of
all such federal, state and local laws is the
only recourse in light of a United States
Supreme Court decree made June 21
which tightened the legal definition of
obscenity.
Members of AAP, who say they publish
85 percent of America's books, said they
would not oppose any "carefully drawn"
legislation prohibiting commercial distribution or display of sexual materials to
young people.
Catholics Vie For Religious
Instruction in Public Schools
The national controversy about prayer
in public schools was given a new wrinkle
when the U.S. Catholic Conference

Festivals of Hope
Bruce Larson, Keith Miller, Lyman
Coleman and Lloyd Ogilvie will host three
"Festivals of Hope" in three different
cities in 1974. Each "Festival" will be a
three-day conference built around the
theme of "wholeness" and dealing with
three sub-themes: "How To Be A Whole
Person," "How To Communicate With
the Whole Person," and "Structuring
Your Church for the Whole Person."
Participation will include small groups,
optional workshops and addresses in a
large plenary session. The conferences are
open to both laymen and clergy and will be
staffed by leaders in the field of relational
theology, including Cuthbert Bardsley,
Bishop of Coventry, Thomas Harris ("I'm
OK, You're OK"), Reuel Howe, Robert
Raines, Elton Trueblood, Charlie Shedd,
Fr. John Powell, Mary Cosby, William
Glasser, Gary Demarest, and Louis Evans,
Jr.
Registration for the three-day event is
$50 per person; $40 if five or more come
from one church. For reservations write to
"Festivals of Hope," P.O. Box 354, Scottdale, Pa. 15683. Festivals of Hope are
scheduled for:
Anaheim, California, February 6-9,
1974.
St. Louis, Missouri, March 20-23, 1974.
Baltimore, Maryland, May 1-4, 1974.
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New Life for a New Day
Donald Brandenburgh
M Y WORK with NSSA begins
^*-*-amid an air of excitement and
enthusiasm. A spirit of optimism
prevailed at the last meeting of the
Board. There is a growing conviction
that a "new day" is dawning for the
Sunday school movement in America.
Positive factors are in evidence on
the varied fronts of Christian education. Quality training materials are
literally at the fingertips of every
diligent leader. Excellent curriculum
resources are available in abundance
for the use of Sunday school teachers
and students even in the most remotely
situated churches. Facilities are constantly improving as affluence
becomes more widespread. Creative
and innovative approaches to the use
of proven teaching methods are
reported from every region of the
country. Yet the need for effective
teaching has never been greater. The
fields are indeed "white for the
harvest" and the way is open for
unlimited Sunday school growth.

For nearly three decades NSSA has
been a vital force in the encouragement and stimulation of evangelical
Christian education through the Sunday school. God has blessed and used
this nation-wide effort and now we
stand on the threshold of a new day—a
new chapter in the life of a great
organization. I believe God wants to
bless us again, in an even greater way.
It seems obvious that Sunday school
workers who are committed to
teaching the inspired Word of God
should identify with each other. We
need to get together for sharing and
learning. Our fellowship in Christ
ought to transcend local organizational ties. As this happens, I am convinced that God will multiply the fruitfulness of Christian education within
our smaller groups.
Local area associations across the
country provide numerous opportunities for this kind of sharing —
NSSA offers such fellowship on a
nationwide scale. I want to urge you to

Mr. Donald C. Brandenburgh has been
named Executive Director of the National Sunday School Association. Since 1945 NSSA has
been the united voice of evangelical Christian
education in America.
Mr. Brandenburgh brings to NSSA a wide
range of experience
in a variety
of
denominational
and local church responsibilities. He has served as a denominational
executive, minister of Christian education,
pastor, Sunday school superintendent and
regional Sunday school association leader. His
church affiliation over the years has been with
the evangelical bodies of the Friends Church.

become personally involved in "new
life for a new day" among the Sunday
schools of America.

The
Pageant
continued from page seven

Upper right and clockwise: Bishop
Steigerwald (Philip Holland) sews up
the wound of a boy gored by an ox. •
The "lion" in the scene depicting the life
(and death) of Myron Taylor. • Nkosana
(Lot Ndlovu) discusses with Harvey
Frey (Earl Hess) his call to the Wanezi
area, which led to the establishing of the
Wanezi Mission. • Frances Davidson
and Adda Engle talk with the Chief
(Elijah Mchindu) concerning his child
being in the first school in the Macha
area.
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For Summer VSers it's

Shingles and
Sunday School
Nancy

"This summer in West Virginia
wasn't what I expected," declared
Lucille Lehman. " I ' v e enjoyed climbing up on a roof putting tarpaper and
shingles on, but if someone had told
me beforehand . . . "
Lucille, York, Pa., and Gail Miller,
Hummelstown, Pa., got involved in a
Mennonite Disaster Service summer
voluntary service project through the
Brethren in Christ Missions Office.
They were assigned to a flood squad
unit of 12 young people in Buffalo
Creek Valley, West Virginia.
In February 1972 a coal company
dam had broken pouring tons of water
down the valley, killing over 100 people and destroying many homes. Over
a year later, Lucille and Gail discovered the situation is still difficult
for the people in the Valley.
I t ' s e s p e c i a l l y r o u g h on t h e
children," Lucille pointed out. " T w o
of the schools were destroyed. The
kids are split from their old neighbors
and friends to fit into the schools that
remain. S o m e children are even
bussed out of the valley."
The girls had planned to work in
day care and recreation. When that
possibility fell through, they found
themselves joining in the painting,
digging, hammering, and shingling
roofs.
There was still chance to work with
the valley people, though. Lucille
started a S u n d a y school for the
children in the government trailer
park where the VS unit lived.
" S o m e of the children who hang
around our trailer said that they'd go
to Sunday school if they had a way. So
we said that we'd make one right
here," Lucille described it. " I t was
funny to see how they insisted on
bringing money for the 'treasury'
every time."
C h i l d r e n w e r e n ' t t h e only interesting ones, Gail learned. " Y o u ' r e

Heisey

Lucille Lehman, York, Pa., teaches a Bible class in summer floodrepair work with MDS at Buffalo Creek, W. Va. Lucille is a member
of the Locust Grove congregation. (MCC photo by Nancy Heisey.)
just walking along and people say Hi
to you," she explained. "When you're
working, they'll offer you a drink, you
can sit on their porches and talk for a
long time. Usually they'll open right
up and tell you about the flood."
" A t home I don't walk up and talk
to strangers," Lucille agreed. " H e r e it
seems easy to d o . "
Both Gail and Lucille seemed to feel
that service leads to service. Lucille
had spent a summer at the Navajo
Mission and wanted to try another
summer experience.
" I was interested in long-term
voluntary service," added Gail, who
had just graduated from high school.
" M y pastor suggested that I try a
summer first.
"I love living in the unit," she
continued. " N o n e of us knew each

Receives
Highest Award

"Herald of Christ," Christian Service
Brigade's highest achievement award, was
presented to Berny Guengerich of the
Chino, Calif., congregation on Sunday
evening, Aug. 19. Berny, a member of
Christian Service Brigade for seven years,
was highly commended by C. S. B.
Regional Representative Lowell Gerber,
who made the presentation. Pastor Charles
Rickel, who was Berny's Battalion Captain, noted that Berny is the 445th
Brigadier in the many years of C. S. B. to
receive the award. "Herald of Christ" is
achieved after completing all the ranks of
C. S. B. Battalion, writing an extensive
paper on the topic of Christian living,
Nancy is a recent graduate of Messiah College. witness and service, and completing a
This past summer she worked for MCC in their personal interview with the Regional
News Service Department. Nancy has just
entered the Teachers Abroad Program of the Representative. Presentation of the award
Mennonite Central Committee. After a period is based largely upon the evidence, in all
these areas, of the candidate's personal
of orientation she will be teaching in Zaire,
and spiritual maturity.
Africa.
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other when we came and now we are
all good friends."
As the summer moved on, Lucille
got involved in a Methodist recreation
program and took over some of the
cooking responsibilities. Gail stayed
with the construction crew. But for
both, there was one story that typified
their summer M D S - V S experience:
" F o u r of us girls were painting the
house of a childless widow who
cleaned houses for a living," Lucille
recalled. " T h e widow had already
given our unit leader $60 for materials
that cost $25. Then she wanted to pay
each of us $10 a day.
" W e tried to explain that we were
working for her to show God's love.
" 'Well, if you love the Lord, He
blesses you,' she said, and handed us
the money."

Left to right: Leslie Guengerich (Berny's father),
Berny, and Rev. Charles Rickel, his pastor at
time the award was given.
Berny is a sophomore at Chaffey
College in Alta Loma, California, and a
member of the Chino church. He is active
in Christ's Crusaders and in youth music in
the church. His parents are Mr. and Mrs.
Leslie Guengerich. The present pastor of
the Chino congregation is Rev. Robert
Bushnell.
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Church News

Break Ground for
Dublin, Va., Church

sion Board; and Rev. Paul Smucker,
pastor of the Bethel congregation and
contractor for the project. The Valley
View Church Choir, Roanoke, Va., furnished the music.
Rev. Orvin White, Jr., assumes the
pastorate of this new congregation after
serving as pastor of the Valley View
Church since 1965. He was the organizing
pastor of the Valley View congregation.

Alta Loma Pastor
Has Album

Members of the Virginia churches,
friends from the community, and church
administrators from the Atlantic Regional
Conference gathered at the site of the
future Highland Park Community Church,
Dublin, Va., on Sunday afternoon,
September 23, for the Ground Breaking
Service.
In charge of the ceremony was Rev. C.
B. Byers, bishop of the A t l a n t i c
Conference. Rev. Orvin White, Jr., pastor
of the new congregation, turned the first
shovel of earth with Pansy Roseberry,
representing the youth of the community,
turning the second.
Also participating in the service were
Rev. Isaac P. Kanode, Treasurer, and Earl
Keefer, Chairman, of the Atlantic Exten-

Stan Long, Manager of the Christian
Light Bookstores, Upland and Redlands,
California, and Rev. Keith Whitford display "On A Rugged Hill" an album of
sacred songs written by Keith. The back
ground music is by the Jimmy Owens
Chorale. Rev. Whitford is pastor of the
Alta Loma Community Church (Brethren
in Christ).

Roxbury Camp

At the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, by a clear mountain stream, in a
beautiful wooded area, five miles from the
Blue Mountain Turnpike exit, along Route
997, at Roxbury, Pa., is a place to meet
with God. It is a place of rich fellowship,
good preaching and gospel music.
The 110 acres are in constant use from
May to October: conventions, reunions,
conferences, retreats, and one great Camp
Meeting each year make up the schedule.
Bishop C. B. Byers is the Camp Director. At a recent meeting the following
paragraph was in his report to the Board of
Directors of the Camp: "The more I am
around camps and observe camps, the
more I am convinced that the camps that
plan to die, die! And the camps that plan
to live, live! The camps that begin to
believe that the days of camps are over,
and the days of mass meetings are over,
and people are not interested in spiritual
things any more, find it just so—and it
comes to pass. But conversely the men of
vision, of foresight, of faith and fearless to
proclaim a vital message of full salvation;
who program for crowds, who plan for
crowds, who make facilities for crowds,
believe in crowds and who believe in the
Holy Spirit-filled life, and who keep the
program vital and alive with the Holy
Spirit—against such camps the "gates of
hell shall not prevail." Such camps will
have a continuing and enlarging ministry
14

to our church and to the people of this
generation and the generations to come.
Therefore, we must keep on "tip-toe" to be
sensitive to what the Lord will say to us
and to what the needs of our people
are—beth from a physical and spiritual
standpoint."
The 1973 Camp Meeting was another
great camp. Again this year four camps
were operated in one:
1. Sunbeam Center for children had an
average attendance of nearly 200
boys and girls. The Harry Berts and
the Clarence Brubakers directed.
2. Eugene Heidler directed teen camp
and Douglas Sider was the guest
speaker.
3. The Missionary-Minister's hour was
led by John L. Rosenberry with Ray
Chamberlain, Luke Keefer, and Dr.
Wm. Arnett serving as speakers.
4. The Camp Director, Bishop C. B.
Byers, was the evangelist. Our tabernacle speakers were: Ray
Chamberlain, World Missionary and
Evangelist, and Dr. Wm. Arnett of
Asbury Seminary. Highlights of the
music were the " J o n e s , " the
"Singouts" and the Gospel Tide
Radio Choir.
Pray for the Camp. Plan to attend next
year. The 1974 Camp Meeting will be held
August 3-11.
Simon A. Lehman, Jr.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
On the College Calendar
Upcoming events on the Messiah
College campus include the following:
Tuesday, October 30, at 8:00 p.m. in the
Campus Center, The Prague Madrigal
Antiqua, an ensemble from the National
Museum of Prague, consisting of eighteen
singers and instrumentalists. Their
program will include music of the
Renaissance and Pre-Renaissance, more
modern and even contemporary works.
November 7-10, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Campus Center, "Oliver," a musical by
Lionel Bert, presented by the Platform
Arts Society and directed by Ollie Hubbard. There will be a small admission
charge.
Tuesday, November 13 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Campus Center, Jeffrey and Ronald
Marlowe, identical twin brothers and duo
pianists. The Marlowes, traveling with two
seven-foot Baldwin grand pianos, have
thrilled concert and television audiences
with their highly artistic performances.
Recent Events
Spiritual Life Emphasis Week,
September 30-October 4, featured Dr.
Donald Smith, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
speaking on the subject "The Mind and the
Spirit."
Besides addressing the Sunday morning
congregation of the Grantham Church and
the Monday and Wednesday chapel services, Dr. Smith spoke to smaller groups
during the week—the Monday afternoon
faculty meeting, several classes, dinner
meetings, and participated in dormitory
discussions.
As a missions consultant associated with
Daystar Communications in Bulawayo,
Dr. Smith has had frequent contact with
the Brethren in Christ missions there.
Rev. J. Wilmer Heisey, Director of
Missions for the Brethren in Christ
Church, spoke to the October 22 session of
the Christianity and Contemporary
Problems class on "The American Indian." Prior to his moving to his present
post in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, he
had served for fourteen years as
superintendent of the mission program
among the Navajo Indians in New Mex-

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

The Hollowell congregation honored
their Softball team on Sunday evening,
Sept. 23, for winning the championship. A
trophy was presented to the church. The
film, "A Man and His Men," was the main
feature. The pastor is Rev. Kenneth Engle.
On Sunday, Sept. 30, the Marlyn
Avenue congregation observed its twelfth
anniversary with a covered dish dinner.
The pastor, Rev. Marvin R. Keller, and
several new converts recently traveled to
Manheim to share their work with the
Manheim congregation.
The Martinsburg congregation held
evangelistic services Sept. 16 through Sept.
Evangelical
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23 with Rev. W. Dale Allison, pastor of
the Refton congregation, as evangelist.
The pastor at Martinsburg is Rev. Robert
Keller, Sr.

Atlantic
The Manheim congregation held a
Missions Conference, Sept. 19 and 23.
Guests speakers included: Mr. and Mrs.
Dallas Shelley, Macha Mission in Zambia;
and Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Ginder, Matopo
Book Center in Bulawayo, Rhodesia.
Other guests included Rev. and Mrs. Marvin Keller and several recent converts from
the Baltimore extension church. The
pastor at Manheim is Rev. Isaac Kanode.
The Manor congregation held a Family
Life Conference on Sunday, Sept. 23, with
guest speakers, Dr. George Jefferson and
Dr. Robert Smith. Dr. Jefferson is chief
medical officer at the Phil Haven Hospital
and Dr. Smith has a private practice, and
is also a trained counselor, in Souderton,
Pa. Rev. Henry N. Hostetter is pastor at
Manor.
The Skyline View congregation observed
its tenth anniversary on Sept. 29 and 30
with a Homecoming Celebration. Former
Sunday school teachers as well as guest
teachers were present. Rev. Glenn
Eshelman was guest speaker. The pastor is
Rev. LeRoy B. Walters.

Canadian
The Falls View congregation recently
had Mr. and Mrs. David Carlson, who
served with Trans World Radio in Monte
Carlo, share in their morning worship
service. Brother Carlson also spoke at a
Galilean Service along the Niagara river
with the six area Brethren in Christ
churches in attendance. Rev. Ross Nigh is
the pastor.
On Sunday, Oct. 7, the Houghton Community congregation observed
Thanksgiving Sunday. The Youth Committee directed the project of gathering
food items which the congregation wished
to contribute. They were then distributed
to several needy families in the community. The pastor is Rev. John R. Sider.

Central
The Carland congregation held an installation service for their new pastor and
wife, Rev. and Mrs. Cyrus Lutz, on Sunday, Sept. 9. A fellowship dinner was held
following the morning service.
The Leonard congregation was host to
the Michigan Youth Conference on Sept.
7, 8 and 9. Rev. John Hoos, Kalamazoo,
was guest speaker. The film, "Thief in the
Night" was shown and "The Kings'
Messengers" presented a program of
special music. Rev. Dwayne Hulett is the
pastor at Leonard.
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Weisel celebrated
their 25th wedding anniversary on Sept. 4.
Their nine children gave them a surprise
party and reception. Mr. and Mrs. Weisel
are members of the Uniontown congregation where Mr. Weisel has served as
steward and deacon for over twenty years.
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Midwest
The Bethany congregation held an installation service for their new pastor and
wife, Rev. and Mrs. Charles Rickel, on
Sunday, Aug. 26. Bishop Don Shafer was
in charge of the service. A get-acquainted
dinner meeting was held with gifts of food
presented to the Rickel family.

Births
Helms: Andrew Lane, born July 2 to
Mr. and Mrs. James Helms, Navajo Mission.
King: Eleen Janette, born Sept. 12 to
Mr. and Mrs. Sam King, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa.
Lofthouse: William Arthur, born June
16, adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Alvin
Lofthouse, Cheapside congregation, Ontario.
Tarnawsky: Daria Lyn, born Aug. 6 to
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tarnawsky, Falls
View, Ontario.
Tarnawsky: Shelley Marie, born July 26
to Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Tarnawsky,
Falls View congregation, Ontario.

Weddings
Brumbaugh-Carrick: Alice Carrick,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William
Charles, Nashville, Ohio, and Rockie, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Brumbaugh,
West Milton, Ohio, July 28 in the
Highland Church with Rev. Louis Cober
officiating.
Bulgrien-Herr: Charlotte Ann, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Archie E. Herr,
Morrison, 111., and Daniel Edward, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Bulgrien, Sandusky,
Mich., Aug. 4 in the Morrison Church
with Rev. Ernest Dohner officiating.
Carver-Cybulski: Dorothy, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Cybulski, Crystal
Beach, Ontario, and Robert, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Cecil Carver, Stevensville, Ontario, Sept. 8 in the Crystal Beach Roman
Catholic Church.
Cline-Bingaman: Amy Bingaman and
Michael Cline, Sept. 22 in the Hollowell
Church with Rev. Kenneth L. Engle
officiating.
Eshelman-Stahl: Betty Louise, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn H. Stahl, and
Byron Lee Eshelman, Sept. 15 in the
Hollowell Church.
Hoffman-Davis: Lois Ann, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Davis, Mifflintown,
Pa., and Gary, son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Hoffman, McAlisterville, Pa.,
Sept. 22 in the Free Grace Church with
uncle of the bride, Rev. Wilbur W. Benner
officiating.
Longenecker-Phillips: Evelyn Phillips,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. Baker,
Potsdam, Ohio, and Neal, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Waldo Longenecker, West Milton,
Ohio, Sept. 22 in the Memorial Holiness
Camp Chapel with Rev. Louis Cober
officiating.
Miller-Gearhart: Lindy, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph G e a r h a r t ,

Elizabethtown, Pa., and Gary, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Carl Miller, Hershey, Pa., Sept.
4 in the Conewago Church of the Brethren
with Rev. Arthur Brubaker officiating.

Obituaries
Jackson: John Van Jackson, 61, died
July 24, 1973. He is survived by his wife,
Nellie; two sons: Alvis and Phil; a
daughter, Mrs. Beth Jones; a foster son,
Scott Groves; and his mother, Mrs. Anna
Jackson. The funeral was held in the
Bethany Church, Thomas, Okla., with
Rev. Henry F. Landis and Rev. Milton
Taylor officiating. Interment was in the
Bethany Cemetery.
Long: Mrs. Frances Long, born Oct. 28,
1905, died Sept. 8, 1973. She was the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Moore.
In 1932, she was married to Russel Long.
She is survived by her mother, Mrs. West
Brooks; one brother, Morley; five sisters:
Mrs. (Louella) Owen Amos, Mrs. (May)
Clifford Rolston, Mrs. (Margaret)
William Tyler, Mrs. (Alma) Edward
James, and Mrs. (Ruth) John Baker. She
was a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral was held in the Lampman's Funeral Home with Rev. Edward
Gilmore and Rev. Ronald Lofthouse
officiating. Interment was in the Pleasant
Lawn Cemetery.
Putman: Mrs. Fred Putman, born July
11, 1928, Wainfleet, Ont., died Sept. 8,
1973. She was the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Anson Horton who preceded her in
death. On Sept. 13, 1947 she was married
to Mr. Fred Putman who survives. She is
also survived by two sons: Fred and Dan;
four daughters: Mrs. (Muriel) Jack White,
Mrs. (Gilda) Fred Rodgers, Mrs. (Joyce)
John Dewitt, and Bonnie; and one sister.
The funeral was held in Lampman's
Funeral Home with Rev. Edward C-unore
officiating. Interment was in the Wilson
Cemetery.
Weaver: Jesse V. Weaver, born July 16,
1911, died Sept. 5, 1973. He was the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Weaver. He was
married to Elizabeth Rosenberger who
survives. He is also survived by two sons:
Milton and Cloyce; two daughters: Mrs.
Ed (Nettie) Meyer and Lisa; two brothers
and three sisters. He was a member of the
Cheapside Brethren in Christ Church
where he served on the Church Board; as
Sunday school teacher; and Sunday school
superintendent for many years. The past
five years he served as deacon of the
Church. The funeral was officiated by Rev.
Ronald Lofthouse and Bishop Roy Sider.
Interment was in the Selkirk Cemetery.
Winger: Laura Mae Winger, born Sept.
20, 1908, died Aug. 30, 1973, in the
Margaret Clare Nursing Home, Fort Erie,
Ontario. She was the daughter of Frank
and Etta Winger. She is survived by one
brother, Howard; four sisters: Mrs. Milton
Winger, Mrs. Ethel Winger, Mrs. Cora
Ebersole, and Lillian; and several nieces
and nephews. She was a member of the
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral was held in the Bertie Church with
Wilbur W. Benner officiating. Interment
was in the adjoining cemetery.
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Between Brethren
In Memory of a Christian Brother
Last week Jesse Weaver passed away. The church has
lost, with his passing, one who was a brother in the most
Christian sense of the word.
Jesse was something of a hero for those of my generation growing up in the Cheapside, Ontario, congregation in
the 1930's and '40's. As boys, we were perhaps first
attracted to him because of his great physical strength. He
was a powerfully built person. He could throw two bags of
wheat, one in each arm, over his shoulders at the same
time, a feat which I often tried to imitate, never of course
successfully, and sometimes almost disastrously. When
hunting, it was no problem if he shot a deer even some
miles from camp; he would simply shoulder the animal
and walk out of the woods.
But we became attracted to Jesse in other ways as well.
He was a highly entertaining yet instructive Sunday
School teacher and superintendent; the hunting stories
which he skillfully interwove with his teaching accounted
admittedly in part for the attention we gave him. He was a
pal to us boys, often taking time out from his farming to
play hockey and baseball with us, and to take us hunting
and fishing. He stood, moreover, as a sort of mediator
between my generation and the older one which did not
always easily understand the ways and hopes of youthful
Christians. And he impressed us with his ability to turn the
other cheek and to say kind words about those who did not
agree with him.
The obituary of Brother
issue—Editor's note.

Weaver appears on page fifteen of this

Jesse's interest in us was personal as well as collective. I
shall best remember him, I think, for the encouragement
he gave me as a high school boy to further my education.
He once skinned a particularly odorous skunk that I found
dead in a field and gave me the three dollars obtained from
the pelt on condition that I apply it towards my education.
He offered me odd days of employment on his farm, not so
much because he needed the help but because that would
give me a chance to make some extra money for my
schooling. One year when I tried to increase my
educational fund by growing some mangels, Jesse contracted to buy them; when the crop turned out to be
scarcely worth the time and expense I put into it he gave
me twenty dollars on top of the cost of the mangels to him
because, as he said, he wanted to see me get that
education. Altogether, Jesse had much to do with my
attending first Niagara Christian College and later Upland
College. This concern was all the more remarkable
because Jesse himself had only a minimal education and
we lived in an area where in those days little premium was
put on even a high school education.
Jesse never, to my knowledge, aspired to be a great
figure in the Brethren in Christ Church. He was content to
be a hardworking farmer and to live the humble yet
encouraging and contagious Christian life. In doing that,
however, he worked out in his everyday life the highest
concept of brotherhood. His was the kind of life that
should be found everywhere between Brethren.
E. Morris Sider
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